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Text: 

Ireland’s economy and financial markets are in a deep crisis. In the past days European Union 

officials   have got together to discuss ways of helping Ireland.  For many years Ireland’s economy has 

been growing. One of the reasons for such amazing growth was the real estate market. However, in the 

last 2 years prices for land, houses and flats have been sinking constantly. Banks are in trouble 

because they have lent people too much money. Because most of the country’s banks belong to 

the state, the Irish government must give them money to save them.  

The country faces another big problem: not enough tax income. The economy has slowed 

down; many people are out of work and consumers do not buy as much as they did years ago. 

The Irish government says that it has no money problems and that it does not need extra 

money at the moment. Financial experts say that Ireland may need another 80 billion Euros 

to stabilize its finances.  

The European Union has offered Ireland financial help but the Irish do not want 

to accept it. They are proud of their country. Taking money from others would mean that they 

would become dependent on the European Union. The EU, however, fears that if Ireland does 

not get help it would weaken the Euro and European economy.  

Ireland fears that it must cut government spending radically. Currently, the yearly budget 

deficit is 12%. Irish officials have promised to cut it down to 3% in the next 4 years. Because 

of this economy growth will slow down. Other countries have similar problems. Spain and 

Portugal may be the next in line to beg for EU money. In the summer the European Union 

gave Greece billions of Euros to save its banks and finances.  

I- Reading Comprehension: 

1- Suggest a suitable title to the text above. (1pt) 

2- What are the reasons that contributed to this crisis? (2pts) 

3- Why did the Irish refused to get help from the other European countries? (1pt) 

4- What are the problems that other European countries are suffering from? (2pts) 

5- In the text, find the synonyms of the following words: (1.5pts) 

Reduce=…………                  calm down=………..               Revenue=………….. 

6- In the text find the antonyms of the following words : (1.5pts) 

       Superficially≠…………..       the last≠……………         formerly≠………….      

7- Identify to which words the underlined pronouns refer to in the text above? (1pt) 

II- Mastery of Language:  

1- Turn the following sentences into the direct speech: (2pts) 



A- Hannah: "They live in Boston."            

      He said that………………………………………………… 

 
B- “I was sleeping when Julie called”             

She told her that………………………………………………..  

 

C-    “I’ll do the washing-up later” 
 Jane said that…………………………………………………. 

 

D-  “I hadn’t travelled by underground before I came to London” 
        He said that……………………………………………………………………. 

2- Put the verbs between brackets into their correct form: (3pts) 

a- The patient…………….. ( be prepare) for the major operation. 

b- The people……………….(not be warn) by the coastguards. 

c- I ………………………… (be teach) English for twelve years. 

d- If I knew what he wanted, I…………………….( will not permit) this. 

e- Sue………………………. (not have  got to) work. 

f- We………………………. (not have to) walk the dog every hour. 

3- The following passage is full of mistakes, correct these mistakes. (5pts) 

Dear Jane, 

I was delighted to read you're letter last weak. Its always a pleasure to recieve the lattest news 

and to here that you and your family had a great summer. 

We spented last week at the beach and had so much fun on the sand and in the water 

exploring the coast we weren't prepared for the rains that came at the end of the vacation. The 

best parts of the trip was the opportunities to sightsee and relax. 

My kids are back in school to. I find their are less thing to worry about now that the kids are 

at school all day. There is plenty of fun things to do in the summer, but by August, I've runing 

out of ideas. I've excepted the fact that we'll have to think up brand-new activiteis next 

summer; hoping to round up some creative ideas soon. 

Thanks again for your letter! 

Sincerely, 

Karen 

 

 

 


